
GCSE Drama exam 
 
We would like to share the following information with you to assist you in supporting your child to produce 

their best outcomes for GCSE Drama exam 

Specification Details 
 
We study the exams set by OCR Drama exam. These 
The link to the specification can be found below: 
 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/drama-j316-from-2016/ 

 

Drama GCSE 

Students gain a practical 
understanding of drama, and 
apply this knowledge to their 
performances as they develop 
their practical skills. Students 
can choose to be a performer or 
can take on the role of designer 
in lighting, sound, set or 
costume. Students must choose 
one role throughout the 
component but can choose 
different roles throughout the 
course. 

The course is broken into 3 
units, each carrying a different 
percentage of the course.  

Two units are coursework and 
performance examined and one 
is a written exam in the 
summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is assessed: 

Component 01/02: Devising drama 

Students research and explore a stimulus, work 

collaboratively and create their own devised 

drama. They complete a portfolio of evidence 

during the devising process, give a final 

performance of their drama, and write an 

evaluation of their own work. 

Component 03: Presenting and performing 

texts 

Students develop and apply theatrical skills in 

acting or design by presenting a showcase of 

two extracts from a performance text. The 

chosen extracts must allow sufficient 

exploration of dialogue, plot and/or subplot, and 

characterisation for students to work in depth 

on their acting or design skills. 

Component 04: Drama: Performance and 

response 

Students explore practically a whole 

performance text, and demonstrate their 

knowledge and understanding of how drama is 

developed, performed and responded to. They 

also analyse and evaluate a live theatre 

performance. 

There are two sections: 

In section A, students study Blood Brothers – 

Willy Russell 

The set texts will be reviewed after three years 

and may be subject to change. If a text is to be 

removed from the list and replaced with another 

text, centres will be notified a year in advance. 

How it's assessed: 

 

Devising drama (01/02)  

Non-exam assessment 

60 - 30%  

 

Presenting and 
performing texts (03)  

60 - 30% Non-exam 
assessment 

 

 

 

Written exam: 

1hour 30 minutes  

40% of the overall grade 
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Students also study the development and 

performance of drama. 

In section B, students analyse and evaluate the 

work of others through watching live drama and 

theatre. This must not be the same performance 

text as they have studied for section A. 

Assessment objectives 

Assessment Objective 

AO1 Create and develop 
ideas to communicate 
meaning for theatrical 
performance. 

AO2 Apply theatrical skills to 
realise artistic intentions in 
live performance. 

AO3 Demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of how 
drama and theatre is 
developed and performed. 

AO4 Analyse and evaluate 
their own work and the work 
of others. 

 

Components AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 

Devising 
Drama  

20 
10% 

20 
10% 

 20 
10% 

Presenting & 
Performing 
text  

20 
10% 

40 
20% 

  

Performance 
& Response  

 

  60 
30% 

20 
10% 

Total  40 
20% 

60 
30% 

60 
30% 

40 
20% 

 
 
 

 

Exam Dates 2019 
 

Presenting & performing text: Friday 5th April   
 
Performance & Response: Friday 17th May 

 

Common Mistakes / Areas for Improvement  
 Practical exam technique  
Attendance- Students need to be in school to be able to rehearse sufficiently with their group 
Consider staging styles they have learnt through the course to make an engaging and creative artistic vision  
Perform to as many other students as possible to gain confidence  
Commit to the role 

Written exam technique  
Students should ensure that they have read the question fully, and considered the demands of the question. 
For the written exam, consider a quick plan on the Section B Live Theatre review question.  
 
Students should be aware of the time that they have for each question and be ready to move on before the 
time elapses to ensure they give each question an equal focus. They should aim to spend around 55 minutes 
on section A and 35 minutes on Section B.  
 



GCSE Drama exam 
 

Students must plan their work to ensure that they do not simply retell the story of the play. The best answers 
will offer a structured answer, considering their own interpretations on how the character, plot, themes could 
be staged.  
 
Students should always give refer to Theatre specific terminology with justification and a clear understanding 
of the impact on the audience.   
 
 
Remember to read the question and write from the point of view it is asking for. Is it asking you to be a director 
or a lighting technician? Always explain your answers in detail and make specific to the play you are referring 
to.  
 
  

What can students do at home?  
Presenting & Performing text 
Learn lines 
If pupils record their voices on their mobiles they could listen to this at home or when travelling to school. This 
easy way allows students to learn both the lines and the cues.  
Performance & Response 

Know the text! Students must ensure that they have re-read the text. 
Create mind maps that identify ideas for each production element 
Make use of the PIXL independence booklets given in lesson 
Make use of the Knowledge Organisers on the SJN Drama teams to ensure that vital knowledge is covered 
Make use of the revision guides- These are available from the finance office and paid for on the online service 
Practice questions.   
 

 
 

 

 

 
Intervention  

 
Students are have been placed in targeted groups for Drama intervention. However 
all pupils are welcome to come for extra support on Mondays after schools or 
Wednesday Lunchtimes.  
 
Students are able to rehearse on all lunch time and after schools, if they sign up for 
a slot with Miss Bolton in the Drama hall.  
 
 

 

 


