
Year Grou 12
Term HT 1&2 CRO Topic 1 HT 1&2 MOG Topic 1 HT 3&4 CRO Topic 2 HT 3&4 MOG Topic 2 HT 5 CRO Topic 3 HT 5 MOG Topic 3 HT6

Topic 
Title Water and Carbon Cycle Hazards Contemporary Urban 

Environments Changing Places Global systems and 
global governance Part 1 Coasts Part 1 SUMMER TERM -Field 

work and NEA intro

Rationa
le

Why are 
you 

deliverin
g this 
topic 

now?Ho
w does 

it fit with 
the 

learning 
journey?

This Unit focuses on the 
major stores of water and 

carbon at or near the 
Earth’s surface and the 

dynamic cyclical 
relationships associated 

with them. These are major 
elements in the natural 

environment and 
understanding them is 
fundamental to many 
aspects of physical 

geography. The content 
invites students to 

contemplate the magnitude 
and significance of the 
cycles at a variety of 

scales, their relevance to 
wider geography and their 

central importance for 
human populations. 

This optional unit focuses 
on the lithosphere and the 

atmosphere, which 
intermittently but regularly 
present natural hazards to 
human populations, often 

in dramatic and sometimes 
catastrophic fashion. By 
exploring the origin and 
nature of these hazards 
and the various ways in 
which people respond to 

them, students are able to 
engage with many 
dimensions of the 

relationships between 
people and the 

environments they occupy.

This optional unit 
focuses on urban growth 

and change and the 
significant environmental 
and social challenges for 
human populations. The 
section examines these 

processes and challenges 
and the issues associated 
with them, in particular the 
potential for environmental 

sustainability and social 
cohesion.

This unit focuses on 
people's engagement with 
places, their experience of 
them and the qualities they 
ascribe to them. Students 

acknowledge this 
importance and engage 

with how places are known 
and experienced, how their 
character is appreciated, 
the factors and processes 
which impact upon places 
and how they change and 

develop over time.

This unit focuses on 
globalisation – the 

economic, political and 
social changes associated 

with technological and other 
driving forces which have 

been a key feature of global 
economy and society in 

recent decades. Increased 
interdependence and 

transformed relationships 
between peoples, states 
and environments have 
prompted more or less 

successful attempts at a 
global level to manage and 

govern some aspects of 
human affairs. 

This unit focuses on 
coastal zones, which are 
dynamic environments in 
which landscapes develop 
by the interaction of winds, 

waves, currents and 
terrestrial and marine 

sediments. The operation 
and outcomes of 

fundamental 
geomorphological 

processes and their 
association with distinctive 

landscapes are readily 
observable. In common 
with water and carbon 

cycles, a systems 
approach to study is 
specified. Student 

engagement with subject 
content fosters an informed 
appreciation of the beauty 
and diversity of coasts and 
their importance as human 

habitats.

Students are required to 
undertake an independent 
investigation. This must 
incorporate a significant 
element of fieldwork. The 
fieldwork undertaken as 

part of the individual 
investigation may be 

based on either human or 
physical aspects of 

geography, or a 
combination of both. 

They may incorporate 
field data and/or evidence 
from field investigations 

collected individually or in 
groups.

Prior 
knowle

dge

What 
have 
pupils 

already 
covered 
that will 
support

?

This unit explores a new 
topic for most students but 

links directly back to the 
Rivers and Ecosystems 
tiopics taught at KS3&4. 

Students should also have 
covered some aspects in 

GCSE Biology 

This topic builds on KS4 en 
Natural Hazards unit 

exploring a wider range of 
hazards with a graeter 

focus on the human elemnt 
and the management of 

hazards.

This topic build on the KS4 
unit of Urban issues 

developing a much deeper 
understanding of the growth 

of cities across the globe 
and how these need to be 
managed into the future. 

This unit also draws on the 
rivers aspect of GCSE when 

looking into flooding and 
SUD's.

This unit demands student 
to consider their 

understanding of place and 
how people percieve places 

differently. The will link 
back to certain aspects of 

KS3&4 when studying 
different places/cultures to 
analyse and evaluate these 

views.

This unit requires students 
to recall and apply 

knowledge and 
understanding from the 

changing economic futures 
unit at GCSE.

Direct links to KS3&4 units 
on Coasts and coastal 

processes- also demands 
that students refer back to 

carbon and water cycle 
systems appraoch.

This study allows 
students the opportunity 

to build on previous 
fieldwork experience 
throughout KS3&4

Key 
knowle
dge/skil

ls 
develop

ment

This section specifies a 
systems approach to the 

study of water and carbon 
cycles. Students need to 

contemplate the magnitude 
and significance of the 
cycles at a variety of 

scales, their relevance to 
wider geography and their 

central importance for 
human populations. The 

section offers the 
opportunity to exercise and 
develop geographical skills 

including observation, 
measurement and 

geospatial mapping skills, 
together with data 

manipulation and statistical 
skills including those 

associated with and arising 
from fieldwork

By exploring the origin and 
nature of these hazards 
and the various ways in 
which people respond to 

them, students are able to 
engage with many 
dimensions of the 

relationships between 
people and the 

environments they occupy. 
Study of this section offers 
the opportunity to exercise 
and develop observation 
skills, measurement and 

geospatial mapping skills, 
together with data 

manipulation and statistical 
skills, including those 

associated with and arising 
from fieldwork.

 Engaging with these 
themes in a range of urban 
settings from contrasting 
areas of the world affords 

the opportunity for students 
to appreciate human 
diversity and develop 

awareness and insight into 
profound questions of 
opportunity, equity and 

sustainability. Study of this 
section offers the 

opportunity to exercise and 
develop observation skills, 

measurement and 
geospatial mapping skills, 

together with data 
manipulation and statistical 

skills, including those 
associated with and arising 

from fieldwork.

 Through developing this 
knowledge, students will 
gain understanding of the 

way in which their own lives 
and those of others are 

affected by continuity and 
change in the nature of 

places which are of 
fundamental importance in 

their lives. 

Students engage with 
important dimensions of 
these phenomena with 
particular emphasis on 
international trade and 

access to markets and the 
governance of the global 

commons. Students 
contemplate many complex 

dimensions of 
contemporary world affairs 
and their own place in and 
perspective on them. Study 

of this section offers the 
opportunity to exercise and 
develop both qualitative and 
quantitative approaches to 
gathering, processing and 

interpreting relevant 
information and data 

including, those associated 
with and arising from 

fieldwork.

 The section offers the 
opportunity to exercise and 
develop observation skills, 

measurement and 
geospatial mapping skills, 

together with data 
manipulation and statistical 

skills, including those 
associated with and arising 

from fieldwork.

The data collected should 
permit the use of 

appropriate 
cartographical, graphical 

and statistical skills to 
enable a full interpretation 
to be made, which should 
include reference to the 
title/aim. The conclusion 

should include a 
summary of the results, 
the relevance of these to 

the title/aim and an 
evaluation of the overall 
investigation, including 
the contributions and 

limitations of geography 
in understanding the topic 

and opportunities for 
further research. 

Preparation must involve 
enquiry work outside the 

classroom, to include 
data collection in the field 

and might include, for 
example, data collected in 
specialist study venues  

Cross 
curricul
ar links

What 
other 

curriculu
m 

areas/sk
ills does 
the topic 

link 
with? 
When 

are 
these 

taught?

 Science- Weathering, rock 
cycle. Carbon a nd nitrogen 

cycle. Climate change. 
Global Warming  

Geographical skills A 
range of skills that cross 

over into numerous 
subjucect areas: Graphical 
skills. Numerical skills. 
Statistical skills. Use of 

qualitative and 
quantitative data. 

Formulate enquiry and 
argument. Literacy

Most communication is 
through the written word, 
raising the importance of 
good literacy skills. ICT- 

Research skills and use of 
GIS programs, data 

collation

Science- Tectonics  
Geographical skills A 

range of skills that cross 
over into numerous 

subjucect areas: Graphical 
skills. Numerical skills. 
Statistical skills. Use of 

qualitative and 
quantitative data. 

Formulate enquiry and 
argument. Literacy

Most communication is 
through the written word, 
raising the importance of 
good literacy skills. ICT- 

Research skills and use of 
GIS programs, data 

collation

History- Industraial 
change/revolution, Empires, 

Urban change  
Geographical skills A 

range of skills that cross 
over into numerous 

subjucect areas: Graphical 
skills. Numerical skills. 
Statistical skills. Use of 

qualitative and 
quantitative data. 

Formulate enquiry and 
argument. Literacy

Most communication is 
through the written word, 
raising the importance of 
good literacy skills. ICT- 

Research skills and use of 
GIS programs, data 

collation

History- Industraial 
change/revolution, Empires, 

Urban change 
Geographical skills A 

range of skills that cross 
over into numerous 

subjucect areas: Graphical 
skills. Numerical skills. 
Statistical skills. Use of 

qualitative and 
quantitative data. 

Formulate enquiry and 
argument. Literacy

Most communication is 
through the written word, 
raising the importance of 
good literacy skills. ICT- 

Research skills and use of 
GIS programs, data 

collation

History- Industraial 
change/revolution, Empires, 

Urban change. Politics. 
Geographical skills A 

range of skills that cross 
over into numerous 

subjucect areas: Graphical 
skills. Numerical skills. 
Statistical skills. Use of 

qualitative and 
quantitative data. 

Formulate enquiry and 
argument. Literacy

Most communication is 
through the written word, 
raising the importance of 
good literacy skills. ICT- 

Research skills and use of 
GIS programs, data 

collation

Science- Weathering, rock 
cycle. Geographical skills 
A range of skills that cross 

over into numerous 
subjucect areas: Graphical 
skills. Numerical skills. 
Statistical skills. Use of 

qualitative and 
quantitative data. 

Formulate enquiry and 
argument. Literacy Most 
communication is through 

the written word, raising the 
importance of good literacy 
skills. ICT- Research skills 
and use of GIS programs, 

data collation

ICT- Research skills and 
use of GIS programs, 

data collation and 
presentation, use of IT to 

produce writtn NEA 
report.  Geographical 
skills A range of skills 

that cross over into 
numerous subjucect 

areas: Graphical skills. 
Numerical skills. 

Statistical skills. Use of 
qualitative and 

quantitative data. 
Formulate enquiry and 

argument. Literacy Most 
communication is through 
the written word, raising 
the importance of good 

literacy skills

Key 
vocabul

ary
.



Year Grou 13

Term HT 1 CRO &MOG HT 2 CRO Topic 3 HT 2 Topic 3 HT 3 CRO/MOG HT 4 CRO/MOG HT 5 CRO/MOG 
Topic 3 HT6

Topic 
Title Completion of NEA Global systems and 

global governance Part 2 Coasts Part 2 Revision & Mock Exams Focused Revision & 
Exam Technique

Final Exam Prep 
and exams

SUMME
R TERM 

-Post 
Exam

Rationa
le

Why are 
you 

deliverin
g this 
topic 

now?Ho
w does 
it fit with 

the 
learning 
journey?

Students are required to 
undertake an independent 
investigation. This must 
incorporate a significant 

element of fieldwork. The 
fieldwork undertaken as 

part of the individual 
investigation may be based 
on either human or physical 
aspects of geography, or a 
combination of both. They 
may incorporate field data 
and/or evidence from field 

investigations collected 
individually or in group 

This unit focuses on 
globalisation – the 

economic, political and 
social changes associated 

with technological and other 
driving forces which have 

been a key feature of global 
economy and society in 

recent decades. Increased 
interdependence and 

transformed relationships 
between peoples, states 
and environments have 
prompted more or less 

successful attempts at a 
global level to manage and 

govern some aspects of 
human affairs. 

This unit focuses on coastal 
zones, which are dynamic 

environments in which 
landscapes develop by the 
interaction of winds, waves, 
currents and terrestrial and 

marine sediments. The 
operation and outcomes of 

fundamental 
geomorphological 

processes and their 
association with distinctive 

landscapes are readily 
observable. In common with 
water and carbon cycles, a 
systems approach to study 

is specified. Student 
engagement with subject 

content fosters an informed 
appreciation of the beauty 
and diversity of coasts and 
their importance as human 

habitats.

Prepare students 
for exams- Past 
exam practice, 
essay prep and 
practice, revisit 
content to build 
confidnece in 

exams.

Prior 
knowle

dge

What 
have 
pupils 

already 
covered 
that will 
support

?

This study allows students 
the opportunity to build on 

previous fieldwork 
experience throughout 

KS3&4

This unit requires students 
to recall and apply 

knowledge and 
understanding from the 

changing economic futures 
unit at GCSE.

Direct links to KS3&4 units 
on Coasts and coastal 

processes- also demands 
that students refer back to 

carbon and water cycle 
systems appraoch.

.
All topics 
previously 
outlined

Key 
knowle
dge/skil

ls 
develop

ment

The data collected should 
permit the use of 

appropriate cartographical, 
graphical and statistical 

skills to enable a full 
interpretation to be made, 

which should include 
reference to the title/aim. 
The conclusion should 

include a summary of the 
results, the relevance of 
these to the title/aim and 

an evaluation of the overall 
investigation, including the 

contributions and 
limitations of geography in 

understanding the topic 
and opportunities for 

further research. 
Preparation must involve 
enquiry work outside the 

classroom, to include data 
collection in the field and 

might include, for example, 
data collected in specialist 

study venues, work 
experience settings, 

Students engage with 
important dimensions of 
these phenomena with 
particular emphasis on 
international trade and 

access to markets and the 
governance of the global 

commons. Students 
contemplate many complex 

dimensions of 
contemporary world affairs 
and their own place in and 
perspective on them. Study 

of this section offers the 
opportunity to exercise and 

develop both qualitative 
and quantitative 

approaches to gathering, 
processing and interpreting 

relevant information and 
data including, those 

associated with and arising 
from fieldwork.

The section offers the 
opportunity to exercise and 
develop observation skills, 

measurement and 
geospatial mapping skills, 

together with data 
manipulation and statistical 

skills, including those 
associated with and arising 

from fieldwork 

 Exam technique, 
finalising prep for 
responding to the 

full range of A 
level questions 
across the full 

range of topics to 
be examined..

.

Cross 
curricul
ar links

What 
other 

curriculu
m 

areas/sk
ills does 
the topic 

link 
with? 
When 

are 
these 

taught?

 Science- Weathering, rock 
cycle. Carbon a nd nitrogen 

cycle. Climate change. 
Global Warming  

Geographical skills A 
range of skills that cross 

over into numerous 
subjucect areas: Graphical 

skills. Numerical skills. 
Statistical skills. Use of 

qualitative and 
quantitative data. 

Formulate enquiry and 
argument. Literacy

Most communication is 
through the written word, 
raising the importance of 
good literacy skills. ICT- 

Research skills and use of 
GIS programs, data 

collation

History- Industraial 
change/revolution, 

Empires, Urban change. 
Politics. Geographical 

skills A range of skills that 
cross over into numerous 

subjucect areas: Graphical 
skills. Numerical skills. 
Statistical skills. Use of 

qualitative and 
quantitative data. 

Formulate enquiry and 
argument. Literacy

Most communication is 
through the written word, 
raising the importance of 
good literacy skills. ICT- 

Research skills and use of 
GIS programs, data 

collation

 Science- Weathering, rock 
cycle. Carbon a nd nitrogen 

cycle. Climate change. 
Global Warming 

Geographical skills A 
range of skills that cross 

over into numerous 
subjucect areas: Graphical 

skills. Numerical skills. 
Statistical skills. Use of 

qualitative and 
quantitative data. 

Formulate enquiry and 
argument. Literacy

Most communication is 
through the written word, 
raising the importance of 
good literacy skills. ICT- 

Research skills and use of 
GIS programs, data 

collation

Science- Weathering, rock 
cycle. Carbon a nd nitrogen 

cycle. Climate change. 
Global Warming History- 

Industraial 
change/revolution, Empires, 

Urban change 
Geographical skills A 

range of skills that cross 
over into numerous 

subjucect areas: Graphical 
skills. Numerical skills. 
Statistical skills. Use of 

qualitative and 
quantitative data. 

Formulate enquiry and 
argument. Literacy

Most communication is 
through the written word, 
raising the importance of 
good literacy skills. ICT- 

Research skills and use of 
GIS programs, data 

collation

Science- Weathering, rock 
cycle. Carbon a nd nitrogen 

cycle. Climate change. 
Global Warming History- 

Industraial 
change/revolution, 

Empires, Urban change. 
Politics. Geographical 

skills A range of skills that 
cross over into numerous 

subjucect areas: Graphical 
skills. Numerical skills. 
Statistical skills. Use of 

qualitative and 
quantitative data. 

Formulate enquiry and 
argument. Literacy

Most communication is 
through the written word, 
raising the importance of 
good literacy skills. ICT- 

Research skills and use of 
GIS programs, data 

collation

All previously 
stated.

Key 
vocabul

ary
.
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